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Officially launching the revised CEDA
Guidelines last night, His Excellency
President Dr Mokgweetsi Eric
Keabetswe Masisi said the global
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic
brought to the fore, the need to move
with speed and agility as a country to
ensure that the National
Development Agenda is Ffully
implemented for the benefit of
Batswana.

Dr Masisi assured government's
commitment to explore avenues to
empower Batswana to facilitate their
participation in the growth and
diversification of the economy. He
said sectors such as agro-processing,
manufacturing, agriculture, creative
industry, tourism, mining, technology
and innovation have been identified
as industries that will significantly
add value to efforts in economic
diversification and job creation.

“Government has reviewed the CEDA
guidelines to ensure our
responsiveness to an increasingly
dynamic and unpredictable national
and global economic environment
with a view to support and entrench
broad based citizen economic
empowerment in Botswana”
explained President Masisi.

HE Dr. Masisi and CEDA CEO, Mr Thamane

loans for small scale businesses in the
special sectors of manufacturing,
technology and innovations,
agriculture, the creative industry and
tourism, has been lowered by 3%
from the current prime lending rate
of 5.75% to make it 2.75% and the
repayment period has been increased
from five to seven years.

President Masisi said the readiness
of Government to fund and empower
Batswana should serve as an
encouragement. He said in spite of
COVID-19 pandemic, its adverse
socio-economic impact has provided
opportunities for business
development that are worth
exploring.

Concluding his Speech President
Masisi said efforts will be stepped up
to promote locally manufactured
goods and services. “ For example,
the next COVID-19 Task Force Team
meeting in July will be held at
Gamononyane lands (near
Metsimotlhabe), where a citizen has
taken advantage of the Government's
recent new policy that allows for part
use of arable field for agro-tourism
activities, such as event hosting, and
government will pay”, narrated His
Excellency.
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On the 14th of July 2020 a 6 month old
Motswana infant received diagnosis of COVID-
19. The infant is said to have travelled to
South Africa where the parents had gone to
seek medical assistance.

The parents are also reported to have tested
positive of COVID-19.

During a media briefing yesterday, Presidential
(COVID-19) Task Force National Coordinator
Dr Kereng Masupu said Botswana has
registered a record 50 case spike as the number
of COVID-19 cases rise to 522.

He said the previous day the country had
registered 40 new cases, a scenario the expert
said needs a strategic preparedness and
articulate response plan to manage the
pandemic.

Dr Masupu said approximately 55,500 tests
have been conducted in the past 24 hours. He
said most cases were imported from
neighboring countries. He said 466 of the
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positive cases were from essential logistics
workers and 44 of them were Batswana.
He said 326 of them were voluntarily transferred
back to their countries of origin. The National
Coordinator said the National disease update
stood at 96 (44 being essential transporter of
goods), one death, 47 Active cases and 48
recoveries.
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Traditional brewers Given a

Green Light to Brew

Minister of Investment Trade and Industry Ms Peggy
Serame says His Excellency the President acting in
accordance with regulation 30G of the Emergency
Powers (Covid-19) Regulations 2020 has authorised the
lifting of liquor restrictions.

When briefing members of the media recently, Minister
Serame said the sale of traditional brew is now authorised
following engagement with Dikgosi last week. Minister
Serame said production and sale of traditional beer was
not authorised in June when other alcoholic beverages
were given authority to be sold. She however said the
traditional brews will be sold from 1200hrs to 1700hrs
with the intention to allow people to do household chores
first before embarking on a drinking spree. The Hon
Minister said people will not be allowed to drink at the
depot but instead consume at home.

Regarding the hygiene at the depot, Ms Serame urged
alcohol imbibers not to share drinking containers
(diphafana). She said traditional brew sellers should make
sure that they register people who enter their premises
and avail clean water and soap for hand washing. She
also encouraged traditional brewers to acquire infra-red
thermometers, however said law enforcement officers
should not demand it since they are an informal sector.

Minister Serame said she has noted with concern that
some people congregate at car washes and quench their
thirst with alcohol which is illegal. She however said
government will continue to monitor the situation and
take the necessary action.

In terms of bar operation hours, Ms Serame said bars will
now open at 1000hrs and close at 1900hrs while bottle
stores will open at 0900hrs and shut their doors at 1700
hours while distributors and wholesalers will continue
to open at 0800 and close at 1600 hrs.

COVID-19 disruptions
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Republic of Botswana
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KNOW YOUR ZONES

Extreme Social Distancing ended on 20th May 2020 signaling The nine (9) COVID -19 Zones are as
the end of the three phases which were introduced to curb follows;
the spread of the virus in the country. The Presidential Task

Force has developed a survellance plan to monitor the disease. 1. Greater Gaborone zone
This resulted in the different zones to create cohorts for 2. Greater Palapye zone
easier monitoring, easier tracing of contacts of positive cases 3. Greater Selibe Phikwe Zone
and to avoid uncontrollable spread across the country. 4. Greater Francistown

5. Boteti zone
The Inter-Zonal permit is therefore a requirement for people 6. Chobe zone
to travel from one zone to the other. Thirteen law enforcement 7. Maun zone
check points have been designated across the country to 8. Gantsi zone
monitor movements of people. 9. Kgalagadi zone
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